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COLOSSUS
A sculpture by Zachary Coffin
Engineered by Corbett Griffith

Commissioned for Burning Man 2005

Rough hewn boulder 
weigh approximately  
7 to 9 tons each.

Human interface is 
provided by two 
inch braided 
shipyard rope.

Grade 8, 3/4-10 bolts used throughout.

 Colossus is being built and 
installed by the Colossus 
Sculpture Group, LLC.  
Limited equity positions are 
available to select 
investors. Colossus is being 
built for Burning Man 2005 
and will be complete and 
installed by August 27th, 
2005 in the desert. Further 
exhibitions to be announced. 
Colossus Sculpture Group, LLC 
is co-managed by Gravity 
Works, Inc. and Instinct 
Engineering, Inc.

SCALE  0.011
Drawing version 1

35 foot 
tapered steel 
tubes act as 
radial inertia 
indicators.  

Rock is drilled 
through. Shaft is 
solid steel. 

Base is fabricated 
steel. Structure is 
secured to the earth 
with anchors.

Bearings here allow each 
rock independant 
rotation. 

Off center rope
attachment allows 
participants to 
spin individual 
boulders.

Arm hinges when 
sculpture rotates.

Linkage system 
transfers boulder 
movement to top.  

The shape of the 
linkage here allows 
the forces to pass 
through the same 
point.Center column:

30" SCH 40
steel pipe. 

Slewing bearing measuring 45 
inches in diameter. Custom 
manufactured for Colossus by 
Avon Bearing Corporation, 
Avon, Ohio.


